
		
			[image: 1.png]
		

	
		
			Romans

			Line by Line

			Calvin Eaton

		

		
			Introduction

			Paul the apostle writes this letter to the Christians in Rome.

			Rome was the capital of an empire - a massive sprawling, political, economic and military empire that spanned the known world and has affected the whole of history since. The power of the Roman culture, ideas, philosophies and strategies affects us all today. The current affairs of the day included globalisation, global communication links, cosmopolitan cities, urbanisation, common languages for diverse people, wars, political intrigue. Does that sound familiar?

			 The spiritual atmosphere of Rome was powerfully pagan; the culture centred on idol worship, ritual sacrifices, sexual perversion, commerce, slavery and the spiritual, mental and physical consequences of all of these. 

			Into this culture came a new message: the gospel, which eventually overturned the empire and its culture. At the closing the end of the Roman empire, in 363, the dying emperor Julian said, “O Galilean [Christ] you have conquered”. 

			The church needs to come back to the power of the gospel, because it has the same power to overturn the culture of perversion, paganism and idol worship that prevails and is increasing today

			For the Christians there were other societal issues.  Christianity had started in Israel. Christ was sent to the Jews and said, “Salvation is of the Jews” to the woman at the well of Samaria in John 4. The first Christians were also all Jewish. God had been at the heart of Jewish identity, life and culture for centuries and they thought of themselves as the ones who knew God and therefore had the right to tell the non-jews, the gentiles how to relate to God, which was for them by obeying God’s law given to Moses. They had centuries of ecperience with God dealing with them about their obedience or lack of it. 

			However, the gospel brought the message to everyone regardless of their cultural history. Paul says he was called as an apostle to the gentiles. This was a big change for the Jewish believers in the Jewish Messiah. The question for them was whether or not the things that they knew had changed. 

			This is also the context into which Paul is writing his letter to Romans and explaining how the gospel is a message for both those who have a cultural knowledge of God and for those who do not. It has the same power to save as it did in Paul’s day. Let us experience that saving power today.

		

		
			 Romans 1

			Paul introduces himself

			1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 

			Paul is very clear who he is: a servant of Christ and an apostle. Not everyone is clear about who they are called to be in God’s kingdom. Paul was clear that he is “an apostle”. It is important for the church to know those who are true apostles and those who are not. There are some called to be true apostles. Paul talks in 1 Corinthians about “false apostles”. Jesus himself commended the church in Ephesus in Revelation 2 that they had tested those who called themselves apostles and found them to be false. That means the apostleship of those who claim the office can be tested. Paul was clear about his spiritual gift and calling. We see this later in the verses following.

			set apart for the gospel of God,

			In Acts he received a specific calling to take the gospel to the gentiles. This is one of the aspects of Paul’s calling - his whole life was dedicated to preaching the gospel. It shows he was also clear about his purpose in life. In Acts he received a specific calling to take the gospel to the gentiles and he views this letter to the Romans as part of fulfilling that mandate. He spends the rest of the book expounding on this and explaining his gospel in depth. It is part of his apostleship is for. 

			2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,

			Paul is writing in to the situation where there were both Jewish and Gentile believers. One theme of the book is his explaining how the gospel is linked with the Old Testament. The gospel is not a new religion, he says here, but actually a continuation and fulfilment of what God has been doing all through the Old Testament. The gospel had been promised beforehand by the prophets. He goes to expound this later in the book and shows that the Old Testament had this in it all along. 

			3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh

			The culmination of God’s dealing with Israel in the Old Testament came to a climax of fulfilment with the coming of Jesus Christ. Paul is showing the link with history and God’s continuing dealings with the Jewish people. They expected a Messiah descended from David to fulfil the promises. Paul declares Jesus fulfils that promise. 

			4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

			The key fact about Jesus Christ is that he is provably the Son of God by the fact there is an empty tomb. It also proved that he was sinless and holy. Death is consequence of sin generally. Jesus did not sin and therefore his resurrection was a declaration he was holy. This is important for Paul’s explanation of holiness later. The gospel starts with Jesus life, death,resurrection and ascension to the position of Lord. This is history.

			5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 

			Paul explains how he received his apostleship and what it is for. The gift of apostleship is something given by the risen Christ, explained in Ephesians 4. His gift or “grace” - the specific working of the Holy Spirit through him, is to “bring about the obedience of faith among the gentiles”. This was Paul’s mandate.

			 Paul introduces a new idea here about obedience - something expected by all Jewish law-keepers. There is a difference between obedience by the gospel and obedience to the Jewish law. Paul is saying that obedience to God is by faith and also declares the final objective of the gospel, which is that we become obedient to God but by faith. You may think the gospel is just there to forgive you. That is the starting point but the goal of it is the required obedience. And obedience that comes by faith. It was Paul’s personal goal that he stated in Philippians 3:

			9 [that I] may be found in Him, not having 
a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness which comes from God 
on the basis of faith.

			He is going to explain how this works in the coming chapters.

			6 including yourselves who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

			We are “called to belong”. Some of the readers felt that they “belonged” to the people of God and others did not. But Paul starts as he often does (see 1 Corinthians 1) by emphasising the unity of the believers. They were all called to “belong” to a new people headed by Jesus Christ. We need to understand that this is an important truth. We are one and need to be one to completely fulfil our mission. Belonging is a key desire of human nature especially in the 21st Century where technology can bring superficial belonging. People want to “belong” to a group of people. The gospel came so that we can “belong” to Jesus Christ -to be His in every respect. We are called the Bride to help us understand who we are supposed to be.

			7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

			Paul recognises God’s work in the Roman believers and continues that in the next few verses. These verses are is the introduction and context of his prayers that follow.

			It is interesting, however that he does not call them a church as he does the Ephesian and Colossian churches. They were certainly believers but in Paul’s view as seen in his prayer they had not yet been “established’ (see verse 11). But he recognises God’s work in them to raise up a people in Rome. “Loved by God”. Anyone who believes in Christ, we know it is God’s love and mercy that has done it. Part of his apostleship is to establish them, to give them a foundation and the whole book is doing just that. Here he tells them what the end product to be envisioned is: called to be holy. We need to realise this objective early in our faith. He reassures them that God’s love and peace is with them.

			Paul’s Prayers

			8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for all of you, 

			The first thing Paul does for these believers is to pray. We can learn a lot from what Paul prayed for. His life was so effective for God’s Kingdom and if we imitate him, as he suggested in 1 Corinthians 11:1, we could have a similar impact. We can also see here Paul’s method of planting churches and establishing them. It takes prayer to root a disciple. It is not enough simply to tell people the gospel and even lead them to believe. It takes prayer to establish them.

			The starting point is to recognise that everything that has happened to the Roman Christians was the work of God. We should be thankful for every advancement of God’s kingdom. Every time we see people believing in Christ we know that God has been and is at work through them and that his kingdom is coming on the earth. The prayer outline that the Lord Jesus taught us says, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven”. So, anytime we see this happening we should respond with thankfulness. Thanksgiving is a powerful weapon and it also keeps us in perspective as to where the initiative is coming from: God and also keeps us in tune with what God is doing.

			...because your faith is proclaimed 
throughout the world. 

			 We should always be thankful for someone who believes, because we know God was at work in them. God is the only one who can produce faith by His Word. Jesus said, No one could come to Him without the Father drawing him. Faith shows that God has been at work and that the Kingdom of God has come in that person’s life and they cannot be the same again. 

			Paul continues his prayers:

			9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, 

			Paul shows that the work of God is a spiritual work not something that happens by human effort. He says, “I serve in my spirit”. God looks at the heart and the work of God is done from the spirit not by human wisdom. (1 Corinthians 2:7-8). 

			is my witness that without ceasing
 I remember you always in my prayers,

			This tells us something of Paul’s success: prayer. “Without ceasing”. Prayer was constant in the life of Paul and the fact that he commanded it in Thessalonians 5:17 shows he was leading by example and that it is possible to pray “without ceasing”. In many Christian’s lives, prayer is confined to a time. It is not without reason. Jesus did say, “when you pray”...”go to your inner room and pray to your father”. Jesus also took specific times away to pray. But what Paul is saying here is that he lived a life in communion with God. He did not “switch off” at any time. This is a key to effectiveness in the kingdom of God

			10 asking that by God’s will I may somehow 
at last succeed in coming to you.

			Paul’s prayers did not mean he did not plan. But he submitted his plans to God. He is aligning himself with God’s will but praying to come. We should always ask. In Gethsemane Jesus asked if it was possible to save the world by prayer but submitted to God’s will as he understood it was not possible.

			We see this thought developed further in Paul’s life. It seems there was something hindering Paul from coming. He had tried before but it seems there was something spiritual that required prayer to overcome. Just because there is opposition to something does not mean it is not God’s will. There will always be opposition to the gospel spreading and succeeding. There was a fight against resistance to God’s will. And yet the timing of it was determined by God’s will too.

			11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to establish you— 

			This shows Paul’s view of his calling and purpose. It is interesting to see what Paul had in mind in his plans to visit Rome. It was not, “so I can teach you something” but “that I can impart some spiritual gift to you”. Paul’s understanding of establishing churches was not that something needed to be taught so much as something needed to be imparted. We see a similar pattern in Paul’s retelling of his time in Corinth: 

			And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

			1 Corinthians 2:1-5

			 This is a key difference between the apostolic ministry and a teaching ministry. 

			12 or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

			In wanting to establish them, Paul is not viewing himself as superior, simply understanding what he had to give to the church and recognising they, as part of the body of Christ, had something to give to him. This is in contrast to the way Paul says false apostles act in 2 Corinthians - feeling that they are superior:

			20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone hits you in the face. 21 To my shame I must say that we have been weak by comparison.

			He is contrasting true and false apostleship here in Corinthians but in Romans is showing his attitude in coming to Rome. He is not self-reliant.

			13I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles. 

			Even Paul was not immune to spiritual and physical opposition. Paul implies that there has been a resistance to his coming as we saw in verse 10. In the light of what he wants to do, impart some spiritual gift, and to reap a harvest, it is not surprising that the devil opposes him. 

			Paul Talks About The Gospel

			Paul begins to talk about the gospel in the light of the fact that he has already preached it among other gentiles with great effect. He has “reaped a harvest”. When he sees the results the gospel brings he feels like he owes others:

			14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish 15—hence my eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

			Paul feels like he owes humanity a debt, that he has a great burden to pay it off. He is addressing both Jews and Greeks not simply Jews. What is the debt? 

			16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

			In the gospel lies the answer to all humanity’s woes. If you had the cure to incurable diseases such as malaria, cancer, AIDS or COVID-19, wouldn’t you feel a great desire, an obligation, to rid the earth of suffering? How could you ignore it? But the gospel does contain the means to heal humanity of the root causes of all it’s problems, and it would be a crime to withhold it from those who need it so desperately. Part of the reason that we can feel “ashamed” to speak the gospel, is that maybe we have not fully grasped the power of it. 

			Paul says he is not ashamed, because it “is the power of God to save those who believe.” There are several aspects of the gospel here.

			
					It is the power of God - It is not human effort. It is God’s power that is available to overcome sin and the world. We do not have to try and save ourselves for God or for ourselves. That is why it is good news. 

					It saves - It is God’s rescue mission, to save us from our sin and our sinful selves.

					It is available to anyone who believes - Faith in Jesus gives us access to God’s power. It’s requires simple faith. It is not complicated not available to a few. We must simply put our trust in what God has done through Jesus Christ. It first came from and to the Jews, Jesus crucified as the King of the Jews, and from him to all the world

			

			How the Gospel Works - A Summary

			Paul moves on to explain how the gospel’s power works. He will be explaining this for the rest of the book of Romans but here it is in a summary:

			17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.”

			The summary is this: God shows that he is righteous (administering justice by the death of Christ) and as a result of believing this to save us, this becomes true of us (we become righteous). As much as it seemed like a new concept then, it is consistent with what God had said long before when Isaiah the prophet said, “He who is righteous, by faith, shall live”.

			God’s Righteousness

			Paul explains how the righteousness of God works:

			18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven.

			God’s righteousness is revealed first by his wrath against sin. It is revealed now not in the future. We can see it today; it effects individuals and society; families and nations. We can know from these things that God is angry with sin of mankind and this is a display of his righteousness. 

			What exactly is God angry against? 

			against all ungodliness and wickedness... 

			Ungodliness is an attitude and belief against God. Paul is about to explain how ungodliness works and what it results in.

			Wickedness is the fruit of ungodliness: actions that go against God.

			...of men and women who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness 

			What does it mean to suppress the truth? Paul is about to explain but this is the summary: in acting against God, they try to act as if God were not there, that God does not exist and that He will not hold them to account, all of which is not true. There is a great lie being acted out in the world. People act as though God were not God. To act in this way is to “suppress the truth” No wonder God is angry. His very person is being treated with dishonour. Paul explains how this is happening:

			19 For that which is known about God is plain within them, because God has shown it to them. 

			Everything created speaks about God. However, Paul indicates one specific thing that speaks about God:..it is evident within them. 

			The main way we can “see” God’s eternal nature in what is created is through ourselves - through our own bodies and gender. Mankind is made in the “Image” of God - there is something we are supposed to “see” about God from the way we relate to each other as male and female. Genesis 1:27 says, “God created man[kind] in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”. The relationship between male and female is supposed to “tell” us something about the relationships between God and ourselves - our own purpose for existence. God could have remained “single” forever but chose, in love, to share His eternal life with us by creating us to be with him. In the same way He took the woman from the man to be with him so that we could understand how God, who is different from us, is trying to relate to us, and also, how we are supposed to relate to God. Everything about a man is supposed to help us to “see” something about God and everything about a woman is supposed to help us to “See” something about ourselves in relation to God. 1 Corinthians tells us woman is made in the image of Man, not meaning the image of the male but meaning the image of mankind; of humanity. We are supposed to “see” something of humanity’s purpose in relation to God from women. Our bodies tell us something about God and about humanity.

			20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 

			From creation we understand there is such a thing as eternity. Within us we do not feel old but our bodies age. We realise that our souls long for something beyond what we see. We have a sense of the divine. Archaeologists tell us that from the dawn of mankind there have been symbols of gods; humanity reaches out for the divine. We know it. 

			Humanity cannot say, they do not “know” God, since the evidence is within them. They would have to “suppress” this truth.

			21 for though they knew God, they did not honour him as God or give thanks to him,

			Our knowledge of God should lead us to live in such a way as to honour him by giving Him His rightful place of worship in obedience and to thank Him for his goodness. Choosing not to do that leads to error in thinking. Spiritual error leads to intellectual error:

			but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their senseless minds were darkened.

			 The mind is supposed to “sense” God, to be a means whereby God can deliver his thoughts and ideas, solutions for mankind. Once a person’s thinking is erroneous, it then lacks normality, sense and leads to “darkness” - a lack of light and truth and spiritual subjugation. It is not possible for anyone who rejects the truth to end up in “light”. That is why in every false religion where people do not worship the God of truth you find “dark” and vile practices. The error results in the opposite of what we were created to do: worship God.

			22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools; 23 and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal human being or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.

			Darkened minds lead to false religion, firstly. Humanity’s history is littered with false gods, all of them resembling in some degree, something already created. 

			24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the degrading of their bodies among themselves, 

			False worship because of deliberate rejection of the truth leads to a desecration of the very thing that teaches about God in the first place: our bodies. The judgement of not honouring God, having known we should from our own relationships, is that our bodies are dishonoured among us. We get the consequence of our refusal to acknowledge God’s purpose of our bodies and gender, by the dishonour of the very thing that was supposed to tell us that. Judgement is delivered by “giving up” or giving over. God does not lovingly protect us from our sins. That is a judgement.

			25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

			The false worship of God leads to the false “worship” of the body. 

			26 For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men, giving up natural intercourse with women, were consumed with passion for one another. Men committed shameless acts with men and received in their own persons the due penalty for their error. 28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind and to things that should not be done. 

			God allows the consequence of refusal to acknowledge our purpose and to honour God with the dishonour of our bodies, which progresses morally downward - “degrading”. Once you lose or deliberately disregard the purpose of gender, the purpose of sex and marriage is consequentially lost and therefore perversion and abuse of sex is the natural consequence. Every religion that does not worship the true God has degradation of human bodies in it. And there is a further consequence to that: receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. When sex is perverted, this leads to all kinds of further degradation in the mind. The mind becomes “debased”. It begins to think that things that “should not be done” are normal. This is a sign of being “given over” to sin as a judgement. 

			29 They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 They know God’s decree, that those who practice such things deserve to die—yet they not only do them but even applaud others who practice them.

			Paul describes what it looks like where sin rules:

			Covetousness	– wanting what does not belong to you

			Malice 	– intending bad towards someone

			Envy	– anger because someone else has something you want

			Murder 	– destroying someone’s life, physically or not.

			Strife 	– fighting with words or actions

			Deceit 	– telling or acting a lie 

			Craftiness 	– planning evil in secret

			Gossips	– speaking about other people behind their backs

			Slanderers	– speaking lies of others or giving a wrong and negative picture about them

			God-haters	– they hate anything that reminds them of God. 

			Insolent	- cannot be corrected

			Haughty 	– thinking of themselves as better than others

			Boastful	– speaking about themselves

			Inventors of evil	- creative in actions, words and systems that are against people and God.

			Rebellious 	– toward parents: anti-authority

			Foolish	– actions that lead to an unsuccessful life

			Faithless 	– cannot be trusted, do not trust.

			Heartless 	– without care for what they do

			Ruthless	– determined that their actions will succeed whether others willingly consent or not. 	

			You will notice a trend in this list. Everything is “against” someone else. The whole effect is selfish and inward looking. All for “me”. The very opposite of love.

			These verse tell us the results and effects of sin in individuals and thereby, society and the sequential nature of sin. When we look at this list it looks all too familiar. We are conscious of sin in our own lives pulling us towards these sins and effects. It is all too human - and accurate to the world we live in.

			Romans 2

			Therefore you have no excuse, O man, everyone who of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 

			The Jewish Christians, thought that they were different and exempt from all that Paul has described. This is “passing judgement”. We can easily act as judge and think it does not apply to us. This not only applies to Jewish Christians but to any people who have a cultural and historical knowledge of God. Nations where Christianity has had a deep degree of influence need to hear this message as well. The Jews thought they were different because of their history with God. They had been given the Law of Moses. This distinguished them from other nations because the law told them what was right and wrong. We may have the same attitude today - thinking that because of our history we are better than those who do not have one. As a result they looked to obeying certain laws and standards as the answer to the evident sin of others.

			Paul now addresses this idea. He was a Jew himself so he starts with “we” know.

			2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. 

			Paul is talking to the thought that God would punish “those” sinners and God would be doing so “rightly”. He is also speaking to the attitude where the culturally “righteous” would think that God was on their side and would feel righteous even wanting God to punish “those” sinners. Paul points out that having the law or a cultural relationship with God does not necessarily free you from sin:

			3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 

			This is a warning to every religious person. It is easy to point out the sins of others. But what are you actually doing?

			4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

			If you are doing the very things that you know God will judge others for, and know this because you are aware of God’s righteous standards, to disregard these is to treat God’s kindness with contempt. The act of sinning is asking for trouble especially as God has been kind enough to give you the knowledge of His will and a special status. You are mocking the kindness of God by doing so. 

			Paul also shows that it is the experience of God’s kindness that makes you want to turn away from sin in the first place. The very fact that God has not punished you yet for sin shows that he is giving you a chance to repent. Not everyone gets that chance. The very fact that you are alive and can repent is a kindness from God that you should not take for granted. And if you do take it for granted by sinning you are creating a bigger problem for yourself in the future: 

			5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

			Just because you are not punished today does not mean that there is no consequence to your sinning. God is keeping accounts! And one day there will be a reckoning from which there is no escape:

			6 who will render to each person according to his deeds: 

			Every action you do has a reckoning, an account shall be given. There are two kinds of people with two different types of ambition:

			7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 

			You may say, “I have done some good things, it will outweigh the bad”. But that is not going to be enough. It is “perseverance” in doing good - meaning continually. It also shows God is a rewarder of those who do good. There is a big reason why you should make every effort not to sin. There is a huge reward for those who do: Glory, honour and immortality. Who would not want that? 

			There is such a thing as right ambition. A huge motivation for many people today is fame - being known, commended and loved by everyone. It may come as a surprise that God actually promises that to those who obey him. Glory is what Jesus Christ has right now. He shines like the sun. His name is greater than all others. Isn’t this precisely what God promised Abraham? “I will make your name great”? God does not ask us to follow Him for nothing. He motivates us with true reward. Many people say, “God is enough” and I know what they mean. God is the source of life and knowing God and Jesus Christ whom He sent is eternal life, said Jesus in John 17. But God also offers unparalleled rewards of glory, honour, authority. Who would not want that? A good reason for avoiding sin. But there is the opposite too:

			9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honour and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.

			We say, we should have a no-shame culture. But God warns us of ultimate shame. And much worse: tribulation and distress. How will it feel to have ruined your life, opportunities and to face the One who gave you your life and to find you had acted against all His wishes, commands, principles and honour? 

			God has no favourites. Paul says that to those to whom God had said they were the specially chosen ones. We can all feel we are special to God and that He will look kindly on us because He knows us or that we know what He wants. But this tells us, ultimately, God will be completely true to Himself; to His own standard. It will not be whether or not you knew His commands but whether you did them. Ignorance is no excuse:

			12 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law; 13 for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. 

			Paul is talking to “those who have the law”: the Jewish believers and those who know God’s righteous standards and telling them it is possible that those who “do not have the law” or who do not really know culturally what God’s righteous standards are, might actually be doing what God wants “instinctively”:

			14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, 

			Paul says that non-religious and unlearned people have a conscience. And their conscience might lead them to do right because they “feel” it is the right thing to do. It does not take a law to tell you not to kill someone or when someone steals or lies that it is wrong. We feel sin and injustice deep down. God has given us a conscience, something that will tell us that something is wrong. And even though they do not have what others had, a codified set of ethics and a cultural knowledge of righteousness, their righteous acts will still be counted for them:

			16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

			At the end of the day, God knows why people do what they do and will expose this. It is a good motivation to make sure what we think about is pure. Paul says that God will judge “by Christ Jesus”. This can mean two things one of which is for sure: Jesus Christ will be the judge. But it can also mean, Jesus Christ is the standard by which we will be judged. After all, he lived a human life and has by his death and resurrection given us power to live his life. That is the gospel. And that is why it is righteous to judge by the standard of Christ’s life because he has made it possible for us to do the same. We have every reason to seek to abide in Christ daily. Paul explains to his Jewish readers that the very name Jew, your cultural heritage connected with God is dependent upon what you do:

			17 But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely upon the Law and boast in God, 

			The Jewish person felt that he or she was privileged to be one of God’s special people and that they were superior because of the knowledge of God they had received through the Law. They believed that that Law taught them everything about life, it was not just a list of rules:

			18 and know His will and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law,

			The law gave them insight into who God was and what he liked and did not and how He responds to their actions. Their knowledge put them above other people, with good reason, they felt. The wisdom that they had received could help other nations too, and made them effectively teachers of those who had not received such wisdom:

			 19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, 

			The Jews did not feel the Law was simply commandments to live by but clearly it was a revelation of many ways of wisdom. It was a guide to live by, a light of revelation to those who knew nothing. It would bring people to the “right” way, to God even, and bring people up to their standard. And they could point to all the material and historical blessings they had received as result of such wisdom. 

			However, Paul points out that they do not actually live up to what the law commands. That is the actual problem:

			21 you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one shall not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written.

			Paul is showing the culturally righteous believers the true problem. Their knowledge,  had not saved them from their own sins, . 

			He then points out what the Jewish believers might fall back on: the covenant with Abraham before the Law was given by Moses. Surely that counted for something?

			25 For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 

			This is a big blow for the Jews. What? We are just like them? How can you say that? The very historical thing that distinguished them from others, Paul was saying counted for nothing.

			26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 

			What? God might actually treat them as though they had an historical relationship with God because of what they do now. They are like us, says Paul’s readers, and maybe better without the historical relationship.

			27 And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 

			Paul is breaking down the confidence they or anyone has in their own cultural knowledge about God. Does any of it actually result in a life God wants? You may historically have heard the actual words from the mouth of God himself. But what is the use if we are powerless to live up to it? Here is the clincher:

			28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

			Paul nails it on the head: actually you may not be a Jew nor someone with a relationship with God at all, if you do not have what it takes inside. Paul gives us the answer to this problem as he opens up another subject: There is a work of the heart by the Spirit of God that must take place for you to be someone who has a relationship with God.

			Romans 3

			Paul has shown that culturally “righteous” people need a spiritual change in the same way as those who are not. The question then arises what was there any advantage to being Jewish in the first place? 

			Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. 

			Paul reaffirms that the law that the Jewish nation received was from God and that this was and is an advantage to them in the same way that any nation that has received God’s word would have been blessed by it. God’s Word is a revelation of God’s character and as a result a source of faith to the one who believes it and trusts the God of Israel who gave it. As we have seen in chapter 2 it was a source of light, a guide to right living which produced a blessing.

			The issue is that it was not having God’s word that mattered. It was believing and acting accordingly that delivered the results. Israel had long experience of not believing God and reaping the consequence. The first generation under Moses had not entered the promised land because of unbelief. Many times afterward in the nation they had experience the effects of not believing God’s words in various chastisements even as far as being exiled for 70 years. The Jews knew all about the consequences of unbelief. The advantage of those who have God’s word, would be nullified if it was not believed and acted upon.

			Paul is applying this to the gospel as well and showing how God’s word must be believed to gain any advantage. He is dealing with the issue of unbelief in the life of the culturally righteous even though they have God’s word.

			3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? 4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written,
“That You may be justified in Your words,
And prevail when You are judged.”

			Paul is saying that the unbelief of the Jews did not stop God from doing what his Word said. Even though the Jews were under sin, God is still faithful to his promises. The question comes up as to what we should then do in order to gain the benefit of God’s promises.

			Paul quotes Psalm 51, where David, in confessing his sins, acknowledged the righteousness of God and thereby his right to be the judge.

			But this brings up another idea of how of to be righteous. Maybe by sinning God’s righteousness is shown? Maybe sin doesn’t matter at all? In which case I should sin some more so that God’s righteousness can be seen? 

			5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 6 May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 

			But Paul hints at God’s actual response to sin: wrath, and says that that wrath, which he has already spoken about in chapter 1, is actually righteous wrath. But then, why is God is angry with sin if he is being “glorified” by it?

			7 But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just.

			There were some people who were claiming that Paul was actually suggesting this, not understanding what he was saying about the law. He was not saying, “get rid of the law and the thought that God will punish and everything will be ok”. He is saying, “righteous rules do not help us to overcome sin, and God is still angry with sin.”

			9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 

			Paul is concluding his argument about sin and showing that culturally “righteous” people and those who are not are both in the same camp. He says, “We” are not better than “they”. This is actually something written in the Old Testament and thereby has authority:

			10 as it is written, 
“There is none righteous, not even one;

			...quoting from Psalm 51 again.

			11 There is none who understands,
There is none who seeks for God;
12 All have turned aside, 
together they have become useless;
There is none who does good,
There is not even one.”

			Paul is quoting Psalm 14, which starts with “The fool has said in his heart there is no God”. Paul is saying both Jews and Gentiles fall into this category.

			13 “Their throat is an open grave,
With their tongues they keep deceiving,”

			Paul is quoting Psalm 5 which says, “You hate all who do iniquity”, reiterating the point that God is angry with all sin and sinners. 

			“The poison of asps is under their lips”;
14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”;

			This is from Psalm 140, which is talking about “evil men”.

			15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood,
16 Destruction and misery are in their paths,
17 And the path of peace they have not known.”

			This is from Isaiah 59:7-8. The verse between these two says, “their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity”, which is implied here showing that evil is deep within everyone.

			18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

			This last quotation is from Psalm 36, which starts with “transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart.” Paul brings this context into what he is saying here. We are all like the wicked described in these verses.

			19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, 
it speaks to those who are under the Law, 
so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 
20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

			Paul summarizes this section, still addressing the issue of the Jews and showing that those who are “under the law” or not we are stand guilty of sin before God, and...having or claiming to do what Moses law said is not going to save us from that predicament. The bottom line is: no-one will be “justified”, declared not-guilty by doing the law or any other “righteous” code. 

			Paul also introduces,as he does, a new topic as he closes the old one, that the law shows us what sin is. But first he has to show the solution to the problem.

			Justification by Faith

			21 But now apart from the Law
 the righteousness of God has been manifested, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 

			Paul now tells us God’s solution. Remember his original statement about the gospel in chapter 1:17: In it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is manifested from faith to faith. Having described the problem Paul now shows how the gospel deals with the problem of sin: God has done something to bring His own righteousness.

			 This is what was always there in the Old Testament but hadn’t been seen. In the chapter that Paul has just quoted from Isaiah the prophet where it said, destruction and misery are in their paths it had always also said,

			Now the Lord saw....And was astonished 
that there was no one to intercede;
Then His own arm brought salvation to Him,
And His righteousness upheld Him.
He put on righteousness like a breastplate,

			And a helmet of salvation on His head;

			Paul is simply saying what the Old testament Law and Prophets had said all along. God was going to bring his own righteousness and salvation. But how?

			22 even the righteousness of God 
through the faith of Jesus Christ 
for all those who believe; 

			Paul explains how God brought about his own righteousness. It was through the faith and faithfulness of Christ. Christ lived the life we should have lived. His faith accomplished what disobedience through unbelief had previously lost. He believed and obeyed. And we can enter the promised land. And this is available to anyone and everyone who believes. The entry into this righteousness of God is simply to believe. Paul explains further how it is for everyone:

			for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

			Paul is showing it is for both Jews and Gentiles; the culturally righteous and those who are not: anyone who believes in the gospel. The reason it is for everyone is because everyone, as Paul has proved, has sinned and missed the standard the God has set. That standard is “glory” - a shining result of a life lived to the glory of God. We missed it both past and future. What God had planned for us, glory and immortality that Paul had said earlier was given to those, who by persistence in doing good would receive. That had been lost by our sin. But God has found a way to make us righteous in all respects by a great “redemption”. God turned the tables around, turned the hopeless situation into hope. God knew we could not achieve it so He did it by His “Grace” - his power and strength done for us for free.

			Paul explains how this was done:

			25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. 

			Jesus Christ’s death was a sacrifice that God presented to himself, to satisfy his righteous anger against sin. And the great news is that it can be ours by faith. Everything that was accomplished by the death of Christ is ours when we believe in him.

			Paul goes on to explain why this was necessary:

			This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 

			God punished Jesus Christ for our sins. They were laid on Him instead of us and this was a righteous act. But you could say, if it was righteous for God to judge in this way, why did He not do it before? How come he never judged sin before this? Was God righteous to have not judged sin before. But Paul is saying that his not judging was the patience of God. God did not punish sins before because He knew he would sort it all out through Christ. We know this because of all the Old Testament sacrifices that God required from Israel. They never took away sins but were a preview, a picture message of what God had planned. And faith in those times worked as much as faith now.

			26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

			God had to do it publicly so as to show once and for all that He is righteous. There has been a public demonstration of God’s righteousness, so that he could righteously declare us not guilty. He is not sweeping anything under the carpet.

			27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.

			What does that mean for us? If we keep a law and felt righteous as a result of it, we would be able to boast about it. But God has taken away that boast. So no one is better than the other for keeping the law for righteousness - it doesn’t count. There is a different “law” that we have to keep now. It is a “law of faith” that says, believe and you will be justified. 

			28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

			Paul “maintains” this stand and we should also. Paul had to deal with this issue in almost all his letters. The teaching that the law is necessary for you to be a Christian. This is something that we battle with all the time, whether we realise it or not. We all “feel” we should do something to “feel” righteous. But this is a great error. So we have to “maintain” the right stand of God’s righteousness given to us by faith.

			Paul is talking specifically to the Jews, the culturally righteous here and demonstrating that the gospel and God’s justification applies to all; those who do and those who don’t have a cultural righteous.

			29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one.

			Paul is going to show how God justifies the Jew and the gentile through faith in the next chapter but now closes this section showing that his gospel does not take away from God’s righteous standards in the law, as not-keeping-the-law-but-having-it does take away from God’s standard.

			31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.

			We are not doing away with God’s standards by believing in Christ for righteousness. On the contrary, as Paul is about to show us, the righteous requirements of the law actually are established by those who believe.

			Romans 4

			1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?

			Paul is continuing his explanation of the gospel and how it relates to Jews and Gentiles. He has explained how sin affects all and that in the gospel God’s righteousness is revealed and justifies righteously those who believe it. He has also asked the question “Is God the God of the Jews only? Is He not the God of the Gentiles also?”

			Paul goes on in this chapter to explain this further - the question of whether or not we require something else apart from faith, that will helps us to be righteous. The Jewish relationship with God goes back a long way - to a covenant with Abraham. God made a covenant with Abraham and the whole Old Testament and the fact that the Jews knew that they were the special people of God goes back to this covenant with Abraham. In that covenant God had promised that he would “Be their God”. The Jewish believers would have a question. Are we not special to God because of the covenant with Abraham? 

			Paul starts with that very point. What was Abraham’s relationship and covenant with God based on? 

			 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

			The question is, did Abraham do something special to earn him the blessing and covenant with God? If that is the case it would mean we have to do the same. He could have boasted, “I earned the relationship with God by my own actions”. However, Paul says, God would not have been impressed with that. How do we know?

			3 For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

			He simply believed what God had said to him and the scripture says, God counted that to him as though he had lived righteously. Paul explains what that means as a principle for us: 

			4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favour, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 

			We know that for work done wages are due. If Abraham had gained a not-guilty verdict from God by his own actions, it would have been something God owed him not a gift. Paul explains how righteousness is credited: 

			
					Someone who is not depending on his own “righteous” actions.

					Someone who trusts in something God does to make them righteous them even though they know they have been ungodly

					This results in a great relief.6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:


			

			Paul points out that Abraham was not the only one in the Old testament who experienced this. David, another Old Testament figure also experienced this. He seemed to be experiencing great happiness when he wrote about it in the Psalms:

			7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
have been forgiven,
And whose sins have been covered.
8 “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.”

			David had committed adultery and murder. How could he possibly be saying this? It was clearly that he realised it was not his good deeds or lack of them that gave him a righteousness before God but his faith.

			Abraham and David were both of the Jewish race. Someone could argue, the Jews that Paul was addressing, “see it was only for Jews”. So Paul addresses the question:

			9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “Faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.” 

			To answer the question of whether it was for Jews only you have to look at what happened to Abraham. God made a covenant with Abraham and told him that he and his descendants should be circumcised and that this was the covenant between God and all of Abraham’s descendants. 

			10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 

			But this is the point. Abraham believed God and was credited with righteousness BEFORE he was circumcised and BEFORE God made the covenant with him. So he was uncircumcised and without a covenant with God when he received the credit of righteousness. 

			11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.

			So that means the uncircumcised, non-Jews can also receive the same righteousness in the same way that Abraham did, by faith, because they are just like Abraham when he received the same assurance. That shows that justification by faith applies equally to Jews and Gentiles.

			But there is something else. Abraham not only received a righteousness, he also received a promised inheritance. In fact his declaration of righteousness was because he believed the promise about an inheritance. Righteousness is linked with the promised inheritance. 

			13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

			This verse takes this further. Abraham’s faith was in God’s promise about his descendants. In Genesis 15 he said, 

			4 Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him [Abraham], saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.” 5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

			It is talking about more than just Abraham’s faith that made him righteous. Paul is talking about the promise that Abraham received that he would have descendants as many as the stars. This was the promise that God was offering to Abraham. It was what Abraham was born to achieve. God also gives us promises that He wants us to “inherit”. We are not only born again to go to heaven but to achieve something for God. Paul is saying that what Abraham was promised came to him not because he had worked for it but because he was righteous by faith. In the same way we are not trying to “earn” our destiny but are enabled to enter it by being righteous by faith. 

			14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 

			If those who receive an inheritance from God do so by working so hard that God gives it to them, no-one would have to believe, just work. There would be no point of God making any promises because the rule would be, “just work and I will give it.” 

			15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.

			When someone tries to live to God’s standards themselves, they find themselves under the anger of God because they have failed it. But If law is not taken into account, there is no anger because you have not broken anything. For example, of someone is driving over a speed limit and gets caught, the policeman or woman has reason to be angry, because they broke a law. But what if there was no law against speeding as in Germany or other places. Well, it would not matter what speed you drove at, no-one would be trying to catch you.

			16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, 

			God in his kindness and grace has made a way so that everyone who believes can inherit something from God. And whatever God has promised that individual comes simply by God’s grace, by his kindness. And not only that, God can guarantee it. He has promised his own power to fulfil his own promise. Christ came to give us his powerful, righteous life and through Him we can also overcome.

			who is the father of us all, 17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations have I made you”) 

			So if we have faith, the way Abraham received righteousness, that makes us all, Jews and Gentiles, children of Abraham in fulfilment of the promise made to Abraham.

			In the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist 18 in hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 

			Paul is still talking about Abraham’s faith and how we should believe . 

			
					Abraham believed God “in the presence of God”. The first aspect of Abraham’s faith was his belief in the presence of God. Hebrews 11 puts it like this: 6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
This is the kind of faith that Abraham had. He started with believing that God was the one talking to him and who wanted to give him something not something possible that he could achieve but completely impossible and also that he would fulfil the promise to him. God wanted faith to be an expression of relationship. Faith pleases God.


					His faith was that God could raise the dead. Abraham’s faith was ultimately tested by his being ready to sacrifice his son Isaac. And he went ahead only believing that God was going to raise him.

					God calls into being that which does not exist.This is very similar to Hebrews 11’s first description of faith:
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.


			

			This is the same creative process by which God created the world. it is how God creates things. He calls it into being by His Word. Abraham believed this; that God was giving him a promise and asking him to belie that as he walked with God, God would bring something into being which was the purpose of his life. The same God who created the world by his word, would create something that did not exist by His word that he had given Abraham. 

			This is how it works for us as well. God speaks to us and His word is the assurance that something that does not exist will be created. Faith is laying hold of the things that are unseen but are being brought into being by God’s word. Faith is believing that you have the thing that God is speaking into being by His Word and His Spirit. Abraham was able to receive his promise because he believed in that God.

			However, his faith was tested and our faith must be tested too. But we have to pass the tests of faith and do what God calls us to do. Abraham passed these tests:

			19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;

			Part of the test was not looking at the visible situation and doubting. Recall Peter once walked on water with Jesus. But when he looked at the physical world, he doubted and began to sink. Abraham also looked at the physical world: he was 100 years old and his wife was barren. But he did not allow that to weaken his faith. He did not waiver:

			 20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,

			Unbelief will cause you to waiver but you can also grow strong in faith through those tests. Trials can make your faith even stronger not weaker.

			The way he grew stronger was this: he gave glory to God. What does this mean? He was singing praises? No. It means he had determined that God would get the glory by fulfilling the promise. He already had the experience of trying to fulfil it himself by having Ishmael through Hagar. But God did not get the glory from that. And God wants to get the glory for fulfilling what he has promised you. The question is, will grow stronger in faith by giving him the glory?

			 21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 

			Faith give God the glory. Faith is being persuaded that God is able to do what he says.

			22 Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness. 

			Because he relied on God’s grace and refused to take God’s glory, it was reckoned as righteousness to him. It is the same for us. We can live in a way that we rely on God’s grace for righteousness and in so doing give him the glory. This is what glorifies God in our lives.

			23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

			God wants us to glorify him by believing in His son whom he raised from the dead. This is how we gain a reckoning of righteousness. Relying completely on Christ and what God has done in and though Him.

			25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.

			When we trust completely that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised - that is enough: we are justified before God. Christ was actually raised because we were justified, The resurrection of Christ tells us that God was satisfied with the death of Christ for our sins. The wages of sin is death; death comes from sin. The fact of Christ’s resurrection tells us that the cause of death has been dealt with. We are justified by that death.

			Romans 5

			5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

			Paul now deals with the consequences of justification. Once we believe and experience the new birth, what are the effects that we experience?

			
					The first one is peace.

			

			Peace comes from knowing there is no judgement hanging over our heads. Because we believe that Christ has been punished on our behalf, there is no punishment waiting for us. if you believe that you will have peace. Lack of peace comes from an expectation of judgement. But if you believe that Christ has died for your sins, peace is what comes. You may say, I believe that but I still do not have peace. We are talking here about our initial salvation. But there is an on going relationship with God that has been obtained through Jesus death and resurrection. In that relationship we can still do things that damage our fellowship with God. The cross of Christ is the source of forgiveness and we need to go back there to realise what Christ has done. If we confess our sins and say what the truth is about them, it says in 1 John 1:9, we have fellowship with others and the blood of Christ, the same as mentioned here, cleanses us from all sin. There is an on-going provision of God’s grace and power of the blood of Christ that keeps us in fellowship with God.

			2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; 

			Our justification, a one-off event is our introduction to a life empowered by the grace of God. It is only the beginning. And we should cling steadfastly onto that initial faith we had. We started by believing. We need to continue on by believing too. WE are standing on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, And that is what sustains us and enables us to partake of his life in our lives.

			2. This results in a life of hope - of an assured future. 

			and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

			The future is the glory of God as declared in Romans 1. Those who by doing good seek glory, honour and immortality. The faith in the death and resurrection of Christ gives us joy as we look to the final reward of living by the grace and power of God. We are able to enter into the glory in the end. We can live a life focussed on receiving this without wondering whether we can make it but rather resting in the power of the risen Christ.

			3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 

			Faith gives us the ability to endure through all difficulties because we know God is committed to us achieving glory. Difficulties do something to our faith. Faith that is not tested is not faith at all. And when we endure through difficulties it changes us into stronger people who have a certain character.

			James puts the same issue like this in James 1:2-4:

			2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

			The author of Hebrews puts it like this:

			10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,

			We continue in Romans:

			5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

			When the Bible talks of “hope” it is not like saying “I hope this will happen”. It is something sure. A “Hope” is something that is unseen now but will definitely happen in the future. Romans says, “Proven Character beings about hope”. When we allow the difficulties to shape our character, we are assured of something in the future. An eternal reward. This is why it says, hope does not disappoint. But it is talking about hope that is now. An expectation that is now. We are not disappointed now, not just in the future. And the reason we are not disappointed now is that we can experience the love of God in the now, by the Holy Spirit. When we experience the Holy Spirit we feel the love of God. And this is why we are not disappointed. The Holy Spirit is given to us as a taste of what is coming later. Ephesians 1 puts it like this: 

			13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

			Why do we experience the love of God? 

			6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

			The cross of Jesus was the biggest act of grace, of kindness. Something given to us who were helpless. The world does not think they are helpless and actually believe in helping themselves. It is true that faith acts and God honours faith. But when it comes to righteousness, which is the purpose for which Christ came, is the problem we are trying to solve since we will all face God, God acted to give us what we could not earn or gain for ourselves. 

			Christ died for the “ungodly”. For those who by their actions, thoughts, intentions were against God. No one gains any leads against anyone else. We all fall far short of the mark. We were all “ungodly” no matter how righteous we thought we were.

			7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 

			Paul explains what Christ did by comparing to an heroic act of love for a “good man”. Imagine there was someone exceptionally good towards mankind, a Mother Theresa kind of person. In an extreme case someone might die for her.

			8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

			But, Paul makes the emphasis here, we were still sinners when Christ died. Paul is asking us to consider this fact when he says, the Holy Spirit has poured out the love of God in our hearts. Just think about the cross of Jesus Christ; the love he showed in dying for you.

			9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 

			Then think of the implications of Christ’s death and love. If Christ gave his life for us, and by doing so gave us his righteousness to our account - justified us - the life of Christ can now saved us and turn our lives around in this life and make us righteous on the earth. This is what “saved” means. Think of this again:

			10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

			Pauk uses the word “saved” again. It is referring to what happens to us here in this world once we are justified, which happens in heaven. We are “reconciled” to God. God is not longer angry with us. But now by the life of Christ “saves” us - it brings about a change. One follows the other.

			11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

			And because we have that relationship with God, by virtue of us receiving his son, we can rejoice and enjoy that relationship.

			Paul now goes on to show us how that salvation and change takes place. How it works out in our lives. The original problem was sin that separated us from God. We are reconciled to God by faith in Christ. But now what happens? How does that affect us now? Paul explains:

			12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

			Paul starts from the original problem: sin causing death. As he explained before, sin was in the world but there was no way of proving it apart from the fact that people died. 

			13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

			You could not tell whether there was sin apart from the fact that you knew that death was a result of sin. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

			God had given Adam a command not to eat of the tree and if you eat of the fruit of the tree you will die. Adam “transgressed” that command. And there were no other commands after that. But people were still dying as a result of sin. There was nothing to tell them what was a sin or not. So people were dying but not like Adam, directly disobeying a command. When Moses’ law came, sin was then defined. But before that, people died regardless.

			15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. 

			By the free gift he means, what Christ did.

			For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

			Paul is contrasting Adam, and all the effects of what he did, and Christ, and all the effects of what He did. Adam “transgressed”, dispobeyed a command and the effect of that was to bring death to the whole world. But what Christ did is exactly the opposite: by His grace he died and we receive the gift of life and this can come to everyone, in the same way as Adam’s deeds came to everyone.

			 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 

			Paul explains in more detail: Adam’s actions, a transgression of a command, brought judgement. But Christ’s actions overturned many, many transgressions of everyone after Adam, and brought the exact opposite of condemnation: justification. His actions are a “free gift”. What is the consequence for us then?

			17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

			There is the possibility of “reigning” being victorious in life as a result of Christ’s actions. But to experience this one must accept God’s grace, which has come in abundance. Paul also opens up the way that this happens: through the one man Jesus Christ. It is Christ’s life in us that causes us to reign. Receiving grace from him continually.

			18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 

			Paul continues his argument here starting from the point he made before, that Adam’s actions brought condemnation but Christ’s actions brought justification that affects one’s life to all. Paul takes this even further: it results in obedience: 

			19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 

			Paul has been saying that Christ’s actions justified us but here he is showing how that justification of life happens in us. Christ’s life was one of obedience, unlike Adam. No-one had obeyed God truly until Christ. But now his obedience can overflow into our lives. As his obedience is worked out in us, we too become like him in our lives: righteous.

			You could say, isn’t that what the ten commandments were for? To make us righteous? No. Paul explains:

			20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

			Paul summarizes what he has been saying. Moses’ law increased sin not decreased it. It never made anyone righteous. It only served to demonstrate our need of God’s righteousness. Death was the consequence of sin and it “reigned”. But now the grace of God, God acting on our behalf, has brought us righteousness that works itself in our lives to make us righteous like Christ and results in us experiencing God’s eternal life. This all happens through Christ.

			Romans 6

			What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 

			Paul continues explaining the gospel and how it actually works in our lives. He has just explained that Christ’s life and death has brought us reconciliation, justification and works out in our lives to make us righteous in our daily lives.

			You could then say, wrongly, that you could sin and since, “where sin abounds, grace abounds still more” the more you sin the more grace you would get from God. Paul shows us this is a wrong way to think about it.

			2 May it never be! 

			That would be ungodliness and against everything the gospel came for, which was to save us, by Christ’s life, from sin.

			How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

			The answer to that question is a new concept: we “died to sin”. Paul explains what he means by this:

			3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 

			Paul has been saying in the previous chapter that Christ’s life affects us. Here he is going into detail. Something happened when we were “baptized” into Christ: we were also connected with his death. How did this happen? When we were baptized we were saying that we believed in Christ’s death and resurrection. That is what baptism is: a connection by faith with Christ’s death and resurrection. 1

			So Paul is saying here, when you were baptised, as a declaratio n of your faith in Christ’s death and resurrection you connected by faith with a death. And it is that connection you should be aware of.

			4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

			There is a purpose in this; God’s way of saving us from our sins. He gives us baptism so that we can know, we have died! That we are connected with Christ’s death and the purpose of that is so that we can live a new life, the life of Christ. The practical outworking of Christ’s death and resurrection is not for us to remain in a state of morbidity and gloom but in order for us to actually experience Christ’s life.

			 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

			This is the final result that God wanted, that we experience the life of Christ within us. There is a way to walk in this:

			6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.

			Paul is explaining how the life of Christ practically saves us from our sins. The first part is “knowing”. Once you know that there has been a death of your old self, you can be free from it. Paul explains that the purpose of this is that the body, through which the old self was empted and sinned, could be stripped of it’s old power. This is not to say, that the body itself is bad (and by implication should be removed. That was an ancient belief, that the body was bad and the spirit good). Paul says, “the body of sin”. What he means is that sin uses the body to get to us. But now that we “have died” by union with Christ to sin the body, once we know this, cannot have the same power over us. It is as good as if you try to tempt a corpse. The corpse is “free” from sin. It cannot be tempted. But you need to know that is what happened to you.

			How does this work?

			8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

			Baptism has two parts to it: death and resurrection. If you participated in the one half, you can be sure of the second. Baptism is not complete unless someone is brought out of the water. This is the same assurance we should get from our baptism that there is a promise of new life, if, as baptism declares, we died with Christ.

			This is what we are supposed to get from it:

			9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 

			10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

			When Christ was crucified, he was dying to sin. The body of sin, the body through which sin operated was being killed by a righteous man. Sin was being conquered once and for all. Sin-in-and-through the body was being overcome. It only needed to be done once and only Jesus did it or even could do it, because He had no sin. 

			After his death, because he had conquered sin, he was raised to life and is now living. But the life he has now is not the same as before he died. He can no longer sin because he no longer has that same body that was killed. So now he “lives to God”.

			11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

			Paul is saying, you are connected to that new life of Christ and should believe and reckon it. What does reckon mean? It means to calculate, to take it into account. In your mind. It is the truth and the starting place of overcoming. Christ’s victory can become your practical victory. How does that happen?

			12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 

			This is something you have to do. It can only be done once you realise what has happened, that you have been raised with Christ. But “do not let” is something you choose. Sin through the body wants to do certain things - “luts” or simply “desires”/”wants”. But you should not “let” it. 

			13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; 

			To “go on” means that previously something was happening. You simply went along with what sin through the body “wanted”. But now that you are in Christ, you must not “let it” not willingly “present” your body, or any part of it, to sin so that sin though the body can do what it wants. These are physical battles. Choices we make. 

			You may ask, but how do I stop wanting what I want?

			but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

			paul shows here that it starts with realising what has happened. The old you that succumbed to every bodily desire, is no longer alive. The new you, is new because you have been raised with Christ. So therefore you act in accordance with the new you and deliberately “present” your body, and the different parts of it to be used by the Spirit of God to do righteous things that the new “you” wants.

			14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

			You are no longer under your previous master. Imagine working for a boss who told you what to do every day. Then one day you leave that job but you happen to meet your old boss somewhere. And he tells you what to do. You can walk away without any guilt because he is no longer your old boss. It would be foolish to do what someone else tells you when they have no authority over you.

			You have a new gracious boss. God’s righteousness is working in you. And as a result you are no longer under the previous boss. 

			Paul is also saying something else: if you are under law, like working for a boss, sin becomes your master. But sin will not be your master because you are no longer under that boss - the law.

			But now that we are free, does that mean we can sin and since we are not under the law we could get away with it? is that ok? Paul answers this question:

			15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 1 That is not the right conclusion. That is not what Christ saved us for. He came to save us from sin. What are we actually free to do?

			6 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

			People were saying, we are “free” and there fore can sin. But Freedom is not simply being legally free. Freedom is actually living a righteous life. It is possible to be “free” legally, but a slave by what you do.

			What it comes down to is what you “present” yourself to. Now that you are free, you can do what God wants. but equally you could also present yourself (again) to sin - but we know where that leads to - not life. The whole point of the gospel is to being us the righteousness of God. But to get there, having been freed, we need to “present” ourselves to obedience. Now that we are free, we can live in righteousness, which is essentially obedience to God. You can do what the law required without being under the law.

			17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

			Paul is grateful that in the Romans’ case, they actually living in accordance with this teaching - living lives free from sin. And not just externally. Many people like to think they are righteous because they have lived up to a code of ethics. But this is not righteousness. It is only faith in Christ that produces the life that God requires. But it takes obedience to a “form” of teaching that someone else, most likely spoke to you. Even Paul himself, was told after his Damascus Road experience that someone else would come and give him some instructions. That is how we grow in the Kingdom of God. God uses others to teach us before we teach others. It is a humbling experience, acknowledging that you have to be told what to do to be righteous. It does not come naturally and we all need to acknowledge that we need other people to help us.

			But Paul is grateful that the Roman Christians have done this with this result:

			 18 and having been freed from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 

			He is explaining what he has heard about them and is explaining their experience. The life of holiness is not simply a matter of intellectual understanding. It comes in community with others and learning. Paul recognises that their lives had changed and that they began to live righteously. What a joy it is to be free from sin and free to live.

			19 I am speaking in human terms 
because of the weakness of your flesh. 

			Paul is using examples of every day life, of that time, slavery and freedom to explain the gospel and it’s effects. Paul is trying to get them to an experience of righteousness and using natural examples is perfectly valid way of communicating spiritual truth.

			For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, 
so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

			Paul is asking them to remember where they came from - their previous experience. They knew the feeling of being a slave to impurity and “lawlessness”. This refers to everything that is against God - but from a Jewish perspective, was “lawless” - in comparison to God’s law, was effectively living without any restraint or acknowledgement of God.

			Paul is saying, remember what you used to be? You used to willingly, deliberately give yourself to sin. Now, he says, do the same - present yourselfs in the same way, to righteous living and this will result in “sanctification” - another way of saying, “holiness” - something that God alone is.

			20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

			Paul is explaining what is was like before - especially as he has asked them to do with righteousness what they did for impurity. But they could say, but it is hard , so he helps them to understand how that process worked before: you used to not be able to do right even if you tried.

			21 Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death. 

			And then, what did you actually get from all your impurity. Did it feel like living? Or after a while did you feel you were not living? 

			22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 

			There is an actual benefit from living righteously: holiness and “eternal life”. Something now and something in the future. Life, joy, peace. Feeling like you are actually living.

			23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

			Paul summarises as he concludes this section: Sin results in death but God has given a gift in Christ - actual eternal life.

			Romans 7

			Paul continues his point answering the question to his Jewish readers as to how the law is related to righteousness. To recap, they thought that obeying the law is what made you righteous. PPaul has been saying, it is by faith and has just explained what he meant by “sin shall not be your master because you are not under law but under grace”. He has just shown that we should reckon ourselves dead to sin as Christ is and raised with him for a new life and that we work that out by “presenting” our “members (of our body)” to righteousness. 

			Paul comes to the ultimate explanation of how the law works and why it is not a means of living righteousnessly. He addresses those who think that it is necessary:

			7 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 

			So he is addressing his jewish readers here; “those who know the law”. His point is that the law only covers those who are alive. It ceases to apply once you have died. Try charging a corpse with crimes!

			Paul gives an example:

			2 For the married woman is bound by law to her living husband; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.

			Paul’s example is of the law of adultery. The law of Moses was very severe on adultery. A woman could be stoned! It is a good example of how the law works. And adultery is an extreme example. The law would apply if she were caught. But what would happen if her husband died while she was in living adultery. Suddenly she is no longer an adulteress! She needs no longer fear being caught because there is no longer a crime. She could now marry the man she wanted to be with.

			4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

			Paul says, this is exactly what happened to us. When Christ died, everything that the law was going to punish in us, no longer applied because we died with Christ. This is the central verse in the whole of Romans.

			Paul explains it further. What does this mean practically?

			5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 

			“While we were in the flesh” - this refers to when we did not know Christ, before we believed in Him. At that time, we were prisoners of sin, but activated by a law. We wanted to be righteous but found that we could not be obedient to what we knew what right because that righteous law “aroused” sin in our bodies and left us “dead” in sin. We could not escape sin’s clutches.

			6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

			Paul is telling us what is different: we died with Christ to those requirements. But now we can live righteously “in the Spirit”. This is a new idea from Paul: living in the Holy Spirit that produces life. The contrast is the Spirit or law. How do you live righteously? Only one way works.

			This brings up another question: if the law activates sin in us, does it mean the law is bad? 

			7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

			Paul says, no, the law is not bad. The problem is not with the law. It came from God. The law did one thing for us: it defined sin. Paul reitereates what he said in Chapter 6. Sin was undefined until the law said, “Thou shalt not”. So we knew we were sinning because of the law.

			Paul uses the example of coveting. it is the only one of the ten commandments that deals with something internal. External commands could be easily displayed but coveting is something of the heart and Paul uses this as his example. We would not have known coveting was wrong unless the law had said “Do not covet”. But Paul shows what effect this had:

			 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; 

			All of a sudden, once the law was known and therefore sin, he found himself, sin took on another dimension. It had power.

			for apart from the Law sin is dead. 

			Paul makes an interesting point: sin does not have power without a law. But what was the effect on Paul?:

			9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died; 

			He thought he was living righteously until he heard the law. But then he experienced “death”. He could not live righteously. he found sin was “alive”.

			10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 

			The commandment, “Do not covet”, was intended to bring life by someone not coveting. But actually, in reality, because of sin, it did not and resulted in “death”. Paul is not talking about physical death here, but loss of life. True living is living righteously. Sin does not give this. It leaves one “dead”.

			11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 

			Sin was always deceptive. From the first sin of Eve. It was deception that made sin look good. But when the commandment of God in the law came, that deceptiveness of sin took on another life and “killed” the righteousness life we were trying to live.

			12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

			The conclusion and answer to the original question as to whether the law itself is bad is, no. God’s standards was good. 

			13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be!

			How is it possible then that what God intended as good for me ended up in my experiencing death?

			 Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.

			Paul shows wht God wanted to do in giving a righteous law: it was to show that sin was actually sin and “utterly”, unredeemably sinful. 

			For Paul’s jewish readers this is difficult to grasp. The law what made them “righteous” in contrast to all the other nations. Paul goes into more detail about this conflict between the law being good but producing sin. How does it work like that?:

			14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 

			Paul reiterates what he has established: the law is good but we are sinful and explains his experience of this when he tries to live righteously by the law:

			15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 

			“What I want to do” is to live righteously. We can all identify with that. But I find myself doing “what I hate”, which is sinning. We can all identify with that as well. 

			16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.

			Paul shows that if sin is “what I do not want” it shows that he recognises what is good and what is not. He is born again and his new nature does not want to sin. But this conflict has made him see the power of sin within him. What God’s law does is show that we are actually sinners. Sin is actually in us. Paul comes to this realisation:

			18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 

			He realises he can never live righteously even if he wants to. Even if “the willing is present in me”. We find that ourselces. We want to do right, but find ourselves sinning.

			19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 

			He comes to this self-realistaion: his own practice is not good, even if he wants it. And he knows it.

			20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.

			Paul comes to the realisation that it is sin “dwelling” in him. It is not just something he does. It is “in” him.

			21 I find then the law that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 

			He introduces a new idea: this experience, he calls “a law” that operates in him: he wants to do good but finds “evil” in him instead. Paul calls it a “law”, with the implication that cannot be broken, and explains this newly-defined “law”:

			22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 

			He calls this non-breakable principle, where he wants to do God’s law but cannot, “the law of sin”.

			24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 

			The problem with a law is you can never be free of it. Paul talks about his experience of it: he realises he is doomed. He can never be free from the “law of sin”. For someone who wants to do what is right he realises it is never going to be in his power. The question then is who can set us free from such a law? The law of sin that the whole world is subject to?

			25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

			Pauls point here, as he has been saying all along, is that God is the one who sets us free through Christ.

			Now he starts to explain how that freedom works. He starts from the principle he has established:

			So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

			This is what he said before. Remember the “law of sin”? This is what we are talking about.

			Romans 8

			1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

			Paul starts out explaining what our being in Christ results in: There is no condemnation. Remember the wretthched man? He was condemned because he could not obey the law becuase of the “law of sin”. 

			But Paul says, for anyone who is in Christ no such condemnation from a law exists. We are free from that condemnation. Good news. We start from a position of no condemnation.

			But how?:

			2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

			Paul introduces his next idea. There is different law, separate from the “law of sin”. It is “the law of the Spirit of life”. There is another principle at work that conquers the “law of sin”. This is good news! The “law” is by the Holy Spirit. The fact that the Holy Spirit starts a different principle that acts against the “law of sin”. There is freedom.

			3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 

			God acted where we could not. He sent His son “in the likeness of sinful flesh” - in the same sinful body as ours, with it’s same weaknesses, same temptations, same desires. And in that body He “condemned sin”. He said no to sin. He overcame sin in the same body as us. I has been done! A human has lived a sinless life in the same body as us. When he died in obedience to His father’s will he was saying no to what his sinful flesh wanted, that is to live and saying yes, to God. Obeyong God to the final monent. And that act “condemned sin” in sinful flesh. That victory is our victory if we are in Christ.

			4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

			The whole reason for All of that, for Christ’s death and resistance to sin, was to give it to us. So that we can live a righteous life and “fulfil” the law. But how? Paul introduces it: living “walk...according to the Spirit”. How does that work? 

			5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

			There is a difference between those who are controlled by the sin-through-the-body and those who have the Holy Spirit. One “sets” their minds on what the body wants but the other on what the Spirit wants. How to live righteously by the Holy Spirit has to do with what you set your mind on. Paul explains the condequences of this:

			6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 

			Who rules is determined by what you are “setting” your mind on. If it is life and peace you want, you have to “set your mind” on what the Holy Spirit wants.

			7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

			“Setting your mind” on what sin-through-the-body wants and pleasing God are two opposite things. You cannot go both directions. It is not possible to do the things which please God while trying to please what your sinful desires want. Trying to “subject” yourself what God requires is pointless when submitting yourself to what your sinful bodily desires also want. 

			9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

			But the answer is in who you are, if you have the Holy Spirit living in you. This is something you would know. The Holy Spirit is God, who desires certain things. This is what determines who belings to God and who does not. If you do not have the Holy Spirit you do not belong to God in the first place.

			But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 

			Pauln reemphasises this. The Holy Spirit was upon Christ, resulting in his sinless life. Hebrews puts it like this:

			...Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, 
Hebrews 9:14

			Is this the same person living within you? “Having the Spirit of Christ” is the same as “Christ dwelling in you in the next verse”. Paul is making the point that Christ dewell in us by the Holy Spirit, who enabled Christ’s sinless life.

			10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

			This is what makes all the difference. Christ being in you, causes your spirit to be alive, because he is righteous and has given you his righteousness. This is the original point, God beinging His own righteousness to us. This is how it works. Christ is in you and makes you “alive”, in contrast to the “law of sin” that makes you dead.

			11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

			Paul follows on this point. You have Christ, who resurrected. That resurrection power is alive in you by the Holy Spirit. 

			12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 

			Just think of what God has done. He has given you the power by the Holy Spirit to live a righteous life. This is a great work of God. How could you live as though you didn;t have this? How could you ignore or neglect it? How foolish would that be? We are “under obligation” because of the greatness of God’s gift. If someone gave you a billion dollars to save the world, how could just neglect it?

			13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

			There is a choice you have to make, continually. Are you going to live according to what your sinful desires want or are you going to rely on the Holy Spirit to enable you to put them “to death”. Literally kill them. Your choice determines whether or not you will “live”.

			14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

			A determining factor on whether or not we are sons of God, is whether the Holy Spirit has control, whether He is leading us or we are just doing the same as everyone esle and subject to our passions.

			15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 

			What was the point of God giving you his Holy Spirit? Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? He gives the Holy SPirit so that we can know for sure that we are the children of God. He is the one in us that gives us that overwhelming assurance.

			17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

			There is a reward for living this way. For allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us. There is an eternal reward. Paul calls it being “heirs”. There is an inheritance. something to be gained for allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us, to be in charge to make us holy.

			Paul introduces another aspect of this: suffering. When Jesus lived in full obedience to the Father by the power of the Holy Spirit, he encountered opposition. There was suffering involved. He was going counter to the whole world’s way of life. And the moment you choose to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit you also encounter the opposition. Your own flesh does not want to do it. Others outside oppose it. Will you allow the sin-in-the-body to be killed in order to follow Christ. We can only inherit if we follow Christ’s way but it involves some “suffering” of the sinful body. Paul summarised this when he wrote his last letter to Timothy:

			11 It is a trustworthy statement:

			For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;

			12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him;

			If we deny Him, He also will deny us;

			13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.

			2 Timothy 2:11-16

			But Paul says it is worth it:

			18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

			To live like this we must look ahead to what is offered to us. Remember Paul had said in Chapter 1, “to those who by persistence in doing good, seek glory, honour and immortality he will give eternal life”? Glory is offered.

			19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 

			There is another age that is coming. The “sons of God” shall be revealed. Everyone will know who has lived righteously. The creation itself will be changed when that happens.

			20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

			Paul is introducing a new idea here: the very creation is suffering. And the freedom we know by living in the Spirit willl be brought to the whole creation.

			22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 

			All the troubles of this world, espcially those brought to us by living righteously, are simply the beginning of the change that is coming. We should not be concerned about this age because things are going to change. The whole world is going to be brought into the freedom we have in the Spirit.

			23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

			The Holy Spirit is a foretaste of what is coming. We taste of “powers of the age to come”. In the Holy Spirit we know a new age is coming. In that age we will have a new body, the same as Jesus now has, the body of the resurrection. That cannot die and do things this body cannot. Our spirits in conection with the Holy Spirit long for that day of freedom.

			24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

			Paul is telling us to persevere in righteousness because the day is coming when it will all be over and a new day will come and we will have a great reward, and participate in the age to come.

			

			
				
					1	The apostle Peter put it like this:

					1 Peter 3:21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

					Peter is comparing what happend to Noah (he was saved “through” the water, with what happens in baptizm, “saved through the water” not saved by the water. 

					What does Peter mean by, “baptism now saves you”? Does it mean the same as Paul’s saying “justified”. No, but what Peter is saying is that it is something that connects what happened in heaven (justified) to what happens here on earth (saved).

					Paul makes a similar distinction later in Romans 10:9:

					for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness [justified], and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation [saved].

					Paul is making a distinction here between the believing and the confessing. Something happens in heaven and something happens on earth.

					However, Peter is not saying the power is in the water. The power is in the resurrection of Christ. So being baptized, is to declare your faith in the power resurrection of Christ to also make you like him. It is a prophetic statement that as Christ was raised so you will also be raised.
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